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A Study of Hakka Women's
Shoes 1in Taitwan

Hui-Mei Cheng’

Abstract

During the end of 19" and the early 20™ centuries, ca. 1880-1920, Taiwan's
Han women, including Hakka and Hoklo, did not have many distinguishing
features in costume appearance besides their hair style and natural feet without
footbinding. Traditionally, most Hoklo women preferred having their feet bound
to appear socially superior whilst Hakka women, both rich and poor, generally
preferred not to bind their feet. This difference in cultural practice between
these two ethnic groups means now that shoe style and foot size can be used as a
distinguishing feature between the two groups.

The purpose of this study were to analyze the style, decoration, cuting
and sewing of the northern and southern Hakka women's shoes in Taiwan and
further discuss the reasons and social values related to why Hakka women
did not bind their feet. This study was based on object analysis and fieldwork.
Research objects were chosen from Shih Chien University Costume Museum,
Taiwan Historica and the personal collections of Messieurs Chen, Chu, Chuang,
and the auther.

Keywords: Taiwan, Hakka, Women, Natural feet, Shoes

Lecturer, Department of Fashion Design, Shih Chien University
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