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The City and Religion /Secularization and Globalization in Germany :
A Consideration of the Transformation of Religious Culture

Jan Marc NOTTELMANN

All of the religions known as world religions were born in an urban
environment. This is because poverty, a host of different cultures and many other
social problems exist in cities, and the type of human exchange which is suited
to preaching existed in cities. In fact, urban-culture is established through the
various influences of religions.

Religions which are closely related to cities have to change with changes in
the cultural environment of cities. And “secularization” and “globalization” are
two elements that promote these religious changes. This thesis reviews aspects
of these two elements by referring to Christianity and Buddhism in Germany as
examples, and it examines the significance of religions in cities.

Surveys say that people who don’t believe in salvation through God,
resurrection after death and other basic doctrines of Christianity even though
they belong to churches account for a large percentage in Germany today.
This kind of religious secularization and statistical paradox was already being
pointed out by some intellectuals from 200 years ago. It is generally considered
that this was caused by a loss of persuasiveness in Christian doctrine due to
the new climate of thought in the 19th century and the weakness of a unifying
power in the society of churches due to the industrial revolution. However, closer
examination of secularization reveals the fact that the churches were taking
on major areas of social services which had been assumed originally by states.
Though many people keep themselves away from a belief in Christian doctrine,
they admire the social commitment of churches in establishing social systems
based on ethics which are unique to Christianity, and these people continue to
belong to churches.

This can be interpreted as a sign of the “adjustability” of religions towards
the changes in the cultural environment in cities. This view of the adjustability
of religion to a culture can be applied when we consider the phenomenon of
“globalization” of religions. This is because the process of religions adapting to a
different culture occurs when religions which live and grow in different cultures
spread into cities and shape heterogeneous religious situations. In this thesis,
the influx of Buddhism in German cities 1s examined as a detailed example. The
spread of Buddhism in German cities possesses the possibility for a clash with
the existing Christianity and the break-out of “pidgin religion” on the one hand,
but on the other hand, this situation actually hosts an opportunity for productive
intercultural talks. The attempts at social services by the Buddhist community
in Germany and people’s restoration of communal social relationships are
examples of the latter.

In this way, today's religions have become secular by adjusting to changes in
the cultural environment in cities, and a heterogeneous religious environment is
produced by globalization. The author emphasizes religions’ valuable aspects for
society through the changes as well as the social meanings of religions in cities.

(translated by Kako RICHARDS)

Keywords : religions in Germany, secularization, globalization, adjustability of
relations, social meanings of religions



