THINGS TO SEE IN MILANO

Verbose Version

(Web links further down) This is a list of things to look up on the net or in books when planning ahead your visit of Milan.  You should find plenty of material in "Engrish".  ALWAYS CHECK OPENING HOURS AND DAYS!

How to get around

The Central Station and my apartment are about 30-40 min. on foot from the city center (unless you get lost). If you have time you can walk around to all interesting places, or you can ride public transport.

You can get a 24h pass for about EUR 5 Euro or 48h for EUR 8 (prices being reviewed ATM). Ticket vending machines are available in all underground stations, work in several languages, and take coins, notes and ATM cards. Watch out, maximum change they give back is EU9.90 !

My place is near the Sondrio station on the Yellow (3) line.

Other lines are tram 2 and 5, and bus 43 - in all cases, to the Lunigiana stop

Places

First three clusters

Right in the very center:

- Duomo di Milano the big basilica (1h at least, don't forget the crypts, and you can climb on top)

- Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II (monumental and full of fashionable sjops, .5-infinite hours depends on how any shops you also enter)

- La Scala theater (has a museum, but u wouldn't enjoy it unless you know opera well), at other end of Galleria, you can just walk in front

- Via Montenapoleone / Via della Spiga , THE streets of the flagship fashion shops, 40min incl walking from theater + gazing time

- Brera, the art academy, is also very close, 5min from theater, 1-2h

Old Hospital:

- Ca Granda / Università Statale, a series of big cloisters, used to be the 1st state-run hospital in the western world (1/2h) 10min walk south from Duomo

- next to it: San Bernardino alle Ossa - a baroque church with a chapel with full-wall racks of bones of plague victims (Yersinia Pestis)

S. Ambrose area

- Basilica di Sant'Ambrogio, the old main basilica of Milan, roman to medieval, at least 1/2h 15min walk west from Duomo

- Santa Maria delle Grazie & Leonardo's "Last Supper" painting - not far from Sant'Ambrogio, the nicest renaissance church in town.

The church should be open and accessible, but if you want to see the Last Supper, which is next door, you need a reservation or you only have a tiny chance of finding a walk-in time slot. It's often sold out months in advance.  For reservations try here: http://is.gd/cBdUj

Castle

- Castello Sforzesco - the castle itself, 15min northwest from Duomo

- in it, museums for arms, paintings, musical instruments etc., 1-3h

- a large park, Parco Sempione

- in the park, the Triennale design and modern art museum

+ a great many other things...

- Basilica di San Lorenzo - also from late Roman (1/2h) 20min walk southwest from Duomo, in a park

- Ambrosiana, mostly a paintings museum, 1-2h, 5 min west from Duomo.

- Stazione Centrale, the main train station itself is a pretty crazy fascist-babylonian-monumental style. Must see Binario 21 whence Italian Jews were deported, marble floor, maiolica gables w/ king, duce etc., monuments to the war dead. Surreal.

- Cimitero Monumentale - one of the top-3 "monumental" cemeteries in the world, bizarrely stuffed with grandiose chapels, lots and lots of statues etc. - at least 1h, 20min tram/bus ride from Duomo, and the farthest thing you may wan to see.

You could easily fill a week... Pick and choose.

A Small Avalanche of Links About Milan.

Please take a look at general links first, to see how relevant the various pieces are to you. I'm saying this as the quality of links is extremely varied, and some attractions have lots just because the corresponding sites are messy - not necessarily because they weigh more! :-)

If links break (I had no time to shorten them all), give me your email address and I'll send you a text file.

See you in Milano!




--- LOCATION, HISTORY AND CULTURE ---

http://www.aboutmilan.com/history-of-milan.html
http://ciaomilano.it/e/sights/storia.asp
http://www.italytravelescape.com/Milan%20History.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_Milan
http://www.orbilat.com/Languages/Lombard/Lombard.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milanese
http://www.grid.unep.ch/product/publication/freshwater_europ...
http://geography.howstuffworks.com/europe/geography-of-milan...



--- MAIN PUBLIC BUILDINGS ---

STATE UNIVERSITY 
http://www.unimi.it/ENG/heritage/31091.htm 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ospedale_Maggiore 

MONUMENTAL CEMETERY - XIX-XX century - one of the top 3 in the world 
http://www.monumentale.net/ 
http://www.monumentale.net/eng/home.aspx 
http://www.360cities.net/search/%22Cimitero-Monumentale%22-M... 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cimitero_Monumentale

GALLERIA VITTORIO EMANUELE - XIX century 
http://www.greatbuildings.com/buildings/Galleria_Vittorio_Em... 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galleria_Vittorio_Emanuele_II

TEATRO ALLA SCALA 
http://www.teatroallascala.org/en/index.html 
http://www.teatroallascala.org/en/discover/discover.html 
http://milan.arounder.com/en/theatre/teatro-alla-scala 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Scala

STAZIONE CENTRALE - central railway station 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milan_Central_Station

UNIVERSITÀ CATTOLICA 
http://www.unicattolica.it/index.html?rdeLocaleAttr=en 
http://www.unicattolica.it/2220.html



--- COMPLEXES WITH MULTIPLE ATTRACTIONS ---

CASTELLO SFORZESCO - THE CITY CASTLE (XIII - XIX century) + MANY MUSEUMS (PAINTINGS, WEAPONS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, EGYPTIAN, PREHISTORIC), (City of Milan)
http://www.milanocastello.it/ing/home.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castello_Sforzesco

BRERA COMPLEX - arts academy, paintings, astronomical observatory, library (Italian State) 
http://www.360cities.net/virtual-tour/brera-academy?view=sim... 
http://www.brera.beniculturali.it/HomePage 
http://search.brera.beniculturali.it/cgi-bin/htsearch?format...
http://www.brera.beniculturali.it/Page/t03/view_html?idp=83
http://www.brera.beniculturali.it/Page/t01/view_html?idp=100
http://www.braidense.it/
http://www.braidense.it/index_en.php 
http://www.brera.unimi.it/museo/ 
http://www.brera.unimi.it/eng/museo/index.html

AMBROSIANA INSTITUTION - art colllections, library, a big Da Vinci codex (Milan Catholic Bishopric)
http://ambrosianafoundation.org/
http://www.ambrosiana.eu/jsp/index.jsp
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01393a.htm



--- CHURCHES ETC. --- STARTING FROM OLDEST

S. Ambrogio - IV century 
http://ciaomilano.it/e/sights/ambrogio.asp 
http://milan.arounder.com/en/churches/sant-ambrogio-basilica 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_di_Sant'Ambrogio 

S. Lorenzo - V to XVI century 
http://www.greatbuildings.com/buildings/San_Lorenzo_Maggiore... 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonne_di_San_Lorenzo 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_di_San_Lorenzo_(Milan)

S. Babila - X century? 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Babila

Duomo - the cathedral basilica - XIV to XX century ("finished" around 1970!) 
http://www.duomomilano.it/ 
http://www.duomomilano.it/ground1024_it.html 
http://www.duomomilano.it/ 
http://www.duomomilano.it/ground1024_it.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milan_Cathedral#In_popular_cult...

S. Maria delle Grazie & Leonardo's Last Supper painting (XIII-XVI century) 
http://www.vivaticket.it/?op=cenacoloVinciano 
http://www.vivaticket.it/index.php?op=cenacoloVinciano&chang... 
http://www.vivaticket.it/evento.php?id_evento=354036&op=cena... 
http://milan.arounder.com/en/churches/santa-maria-delle-graz... 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_delle_Grazie 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_delle_Grazie_(Milan)

S. Satiro - XVII century 
http://ciaomilano.it/i/sights/satiro.asp 

S. Bernardino alle Ossa (SIDE CHAPEL HAS TONS OF BONES OF PLAGUE VICTIMS)
http://www.italylogue.com/things-to-do/san-bernardino-alle-o...

S. Alessandro - XVIII century 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sant'Alessandro_in_Zebedia

and a zillion others



--- MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART ---

ROYAL VILLA, CONTEMPORARY ART PAVILLION (PAC) (City of Milan) 
http://ciaomilano.it/e/sights/vreale.asp 
http://www.comune.milano.it/dseserver/webcity/Documenti.nsf/... 
http://www.comune.milano.it/dseserver/WebCity/documenti.nsf/... 
http://www.comune.milano.it/dseserver/WebCity/documenti.nsf/... 
http://www.comune.milano.it/dseserver/WebCity/documenti.nsf/...
http://www.turismo.milano.it/wps/portal/!ut/p/c0/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3hzS0O_QGcLEwP_ICNTA08D_2APT1dHYwMDE_3g1Dz9gmxHRQCvgnB_/?WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=en/SITur/HOME/artecultura/musei/loc58


POLDI-PEZZOLI and BAGATTI-VALSECCHI ARTS MUSEUM (two private foundations) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museo_Poldi_Pezzoli 
http://www.museopoldipezzoli.it/ 
http://www.museopoldipezzoli.it/en 
http://www.museobagattivalsecchi.org/defaultall.htm 
http://www.museobagattivalsecchi.org/english/index.htm



--- DESIGN AND FASHION ---

TRIENNALE DESIGN MUSEUM (private-public foundation - present to the city from the grandfather of a former girlfriend of mine, in the 1930's)
http://www.triennale.org/ 
http://www.triennale.org/Index.php?id=29&lang=EN_en 
http://www.triennale.org/index.php?id=1 
http://www.triennale.org/index.php?id=30 
http://www.triennale.org/index.php?id=29 

DESIGN SCHOOLS (private)
http://www.ied.edu/milan/home 
http://www.naba.it/gallery.php 
http://www.domusacademy.com/eng/index.php 
http://www.istitutomarangoni.com/ 

FASHION DISTRICT - where ALL the world's fashion houses have to have flagship stores 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Via_Montenapoleone_fashion_dist... 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Via_Montenapoleon...(Milan)



--- OTHER MUSEUMS ---

MUSEO DELLA SCIENZA E DELLA TECNICA - LARGE SCIENCE AND TECH MUSEUM (Italian State)
"in a distant past, this city used to have a brilliant future"
http://www.museoscienza.org/english/

ACQUARIO CIVICO - AQUARIUM - cute and small (City of Milan)
http://www.acquariocivicomilano.eu/cms/index.php?option=com_...



--- SOME USEFUL PORTALS ---

OFFICIAL MILAN TOURISM SITE
http://www.turismo.milano.it

CIAOMILANO
http://ciaomilano.it/e/index.asp

GREAT BUILDINGS
http://www.greatbuildings.com/cgi-bin/gbc-search.cgi?search=...

ALLROUNDER
http://www.arounder.com/search/?cx=partner-pub-5781726892999...


