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Wikimedia Foundation

Wikimedia Movement

Wikipedia

MediaWiki

translatewiki.net

Wiki what?
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Imagine a world in which every single 
human being can freely share in the sum of 
all knowledge. That's our commitment.

Wikimedia Foundation
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Wikimedia Foundation is the American non-profit 
that operates several online collaborative wiki projects 
including Wikipedia

Created 2003

Currently 135 employees

USD 46M budget for 2012-2013 fiscal year

Does not create content for the wiki projects

Wikimedia Foundation

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia


i18n, L10n and translation at Wikimedia Foundation / 14 March 2013 / Siebrand Mazeland / CC BY-SA 3.0

The Wikimedia movement is the totality of people, 
organisations, activities and values which revolve 
around Wikimedia projects, or anyone who makes a 
valuable contribution to Wikimedia's free knowledge 
initiative

Emerged around 2004 as Wikipedia and sister projects 
became more popular

Has around 100,000 active volunteers every month

Wikimedia movement
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Wikipedia is a project dedicated to the building of free 
encyclopedias in all languages of the world.

Started with English language Wikipedia on January 15, 
2001

Available in 285 language versions

24.6M content pages

~500M unique monthly visitors

~22B monthly page views

Wikipedia

http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
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Hundreds is massive
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MediaWiki is a free wiki software application, 
developed by the Wikimedia Foundation and others

Used to run all of the projects hosted by the 
Foundation, including Wikipedia

Highly customisable, with more than 700 configuration 
settings and more than 1,800 extensions

User interface has been fully or partially translated into 
more than 300 languages

MediaWiki

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_software
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_software
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki_software
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki_software
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extension_%28computing%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extension_%28computing%29
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translatewiki.net the localisation platform for 
translation communities, language communities, and 
free and open source projects

Supports online and offline translation for MediaWiki 
and other software

Started by Niklas Laxström in 2005

4,700 registered translators, 500 active/month

60,000 strings translated/month

translatewiki.net

http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/User:Nlaxstrom
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/User:Nlaxstrom
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Internationalisation

Allow localisation of our 
sites in every aspect

Formerly done mostly 
by volunteers, still very 
important

Wikimedia Language 
Engineering team 
formed in 2011



i18n, L10n and translation at Wikimedia Foundation / 14 March 2013 / Siebrand Mazeland / CC BY-SA 3.0

Messaging framework
Internationalisation

Make as flexible a string 
localisation framework 
without making it really 
hard on translators

Works in PHP and JS

Plural, gender, grammar

Formal/informal 
planned

Date/time, numbers, 
URLs, ...

String example:

{{GENDER:$1|He|She|
They}} bought {{PLURAL:
$2|0=no boat|one boat|$2 
boats|12=a dozen boats}} 
and got {{PLURAL:$3|
0=no|only one|$3 USD}} 
discount.



i18n, L10n and translation at Wikimedia Foundation / 14 March 2013 / Siebrand Mazeland / CC BY-SA 3.0

Internationalisation

Generic JavaScript 
libraries for common 
i18n challenges

Messaging

Language selection

Input methods

Web fonts

All code is on GitHub!

Wikimedia/jquery.i18n

Wikimedia/jquery.uls

Wikimedia/jquery.ime

Wikimedia/jquery.webfonts

Use, fork, improve!
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Language Selector
Internationalisation

How to choose from 
400 languages?

Smart display with 
rows and columns

Use accept language

Geo location

Grouping by region

Grouping by script

Typos allows in seach

Language code in 
search

Auto completion

Cross language search 
with CLDR data
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Language Selector
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Input methods
Internationalisation

Allow input of any 
language and any script 
with a US keyboard

155+ input methods

75+ languages

Largest open source 
collection usable on 
any website
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Web fonts
Internationalisation

No more tofu blocks on 
web pages

JavaScript and CSS3 
cause download of 
font based on 
language tag in 
content

Supports any font 
per configuration

Wikimedia only uses 
open licensed fonts

44 fonts

20 scripts
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jQuery.i18n
Internationalisation

jQuery i18n framework

JSON file format

ECMA Standard

Message Parser w/ 
PLURAL & GENDER

Grammar support

To come

Date/time formatting

Number formatting
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Localisation
translatewiki.net

Central place to translate 
MediaWiki and extensions

Localise wiki style

Assume good faith

Translator has central role

Instant deployment (live 
next day on Wikipedia)
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Provide adequate tooling

MediaWiki extension 
Translate

Translation Memory 
based on Solr

Machine translation 
helpers (Google, 
Microsoft, Yandex, 
Apertium)

User generated 
message 
documentation 

Editor recently 
redesigned

Respond quickly to 
translator queries
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Localisation
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Localisation
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Localisation
translatewiki.net

Incentivise users

See result of a 1,000 
Euro pledge

Regular newsletters 
encourage regular 
activity

Need more sponsors ;)
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Translation
Policy

Documentation

Announcements

Reports

Proposals

Translators sign up

Targeted notifications
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Translation
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Translation
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Translation
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That’s the introduction

siebrand@wikimedia.org

irc: #mediawiki-i18n at freenode.net

hiring: wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Jobs

Q&A, discussion

mailto:siebrand@wikimedia.org
mailto:siebrand@wikimedia.org

