WHEREAS, journalist and honorary NABET/CWA member Mumia Abu-Jamal was hospitalized on May 12, 2015, for the second time in two months,

WHEREAS, Mumia Abu-Jamal's health was in critical condition, having been admitted to the hospital for the first time in diabetic shock, close to being in a coma, with kidney failure, having lost more than 70 pounds in weight, with difficulty breathing, difficulty talking, concentrating and walking, being unable to take more than baby steps, with open sores and wounds over his body, and may at this point have cancer,

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, acting at the behest of the Fraternal Order of Police and the State of Pennsylvania, deliberately neglected to diagnose Mumia Abu-Jamal's condition for more than two months before his hospitalization,

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections refused to allow Mumia Abu-Jamal to be visited by his friends and family following his admission to hospital,

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections refused to allow Mumia to be visited or diagnosed by a doctor of his own choice,

WHEREAS, after being discharged from hospital for the first time, Mumia Abu-Jamal collapsed on the floor of the prison infirmary and lay on the floor for 45 minutes before being found,

WHEREAS, Mumia Abu-Jamal was only able to speak with his doctor for 15 minutes at a time while in prison,


WHEREAS, Mumia Abu-Jamal, although not a flight risk, was handcuffed to the bed at the hospital,

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections continues to refuse to release Mumia's medical records to Mumia, his family or his lawyers,

WHEREAS, Mumia Abu-Jamal has consistently written and spoken on behalf of the labor movement and the working class, for example refusing to be interviewed by an ABC Television News team which was scabbing on a NABET/CWA strike, thus giving up publicity in his own capital case in order to help other working people,


and WHEREAS, Mumia Abu-Jamal is an innocent man, having been framed for the murder of Daniel Faulkner by the Philadelphia police, orchestrated by Inspector Alfonso Giordano, who was in charge of the raids on the offices of the Philadelphia chapter of the Black Panther Party in the late 60s, and the police siege of MOVE in 1978, was under FBI investigation and later convicted on corruption charges, and was tried by a judge, Albert Sabo, who was overheard saying “Yeah, I'm going to help them fry the n------” 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we demand the following from the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections:

1) Confirm Mumia's medical condition, and release his medical records to his family and lawyers;

2) Provide Mumia Abu-Jamal with medical treatment from a doctor of his choice. His doctor should be allowed to conduct on-site medical examinations, to communicate by phone and in person with Mumia, and to communicate freely with prison physicians;

3) Provide Mumia with daily visits from his family, friends and lawyers;


4) Conduct an independent investigation of the abominable conditions of healthcare treatment inside of the Pennsylvania prison system, and;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as an innocent man, we demand the release of Mumia Abu-Jamal from prison immediately,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we commit our resources to taking action with other unions and organizations to obtain these demands.

No Execution by Medical Neglect!
Unions Demand Decent Medical Treatment for Mumia Abu-Jamal

June 2, 2015

Mumia Abu-Jamal was recently sent back to prison after having been hospitalized for the second time. There are some reports that his health is improving. He said to Suzanne Ross of the International Concerned Friends and Family of Mumia Abu-Jamal that “if there had not been an international outcry about the lack of appropriate treatment, in fact AGAINST the 'treatment' that was bringing him so close to death, he was sure he would not be alive today”. 

In some good news, he was also told by the prison doctor that his biopsy results came back negative.

However, neither Mumia nor his wife, lawyers or consulting doctors have been seen the actual medical reports detailing his condition. The Department of Corrections refuses to hand over his medical records, claiming that they don't have to hand them over because there is litigation to have them released! Denying Mumia and his family his medical records is an outrage!

We would like to inform you about some recent actions taken by unions around the world on behalf of Mumia.

- Unite, the largest union in the UK, representing over 1.4 million members, wrote letters to Governor Tom Wolf, Department of Corrections Secretary John Wetzel and Legal Counsel Theron Perez protesting Mumia's treatment.

- The International Dockworkers Council, representing 90,000 dockworkers from affiliated unions around the world, wrote an appeal to the labor movement calling for action on behalf of Mumia.
- The Inlandboatmen's Union of the Pacific sent a protest letter to Department of Corrections Secretary John Wetzel.

We hope that you will continue to take action on behalf of Mumia. Please call and email Department of Corrections Secretary John Wetzel and demand the following:

1) Mumia Abu-Jamal is an innocent man! He should be freed immediately!


2) Confirm what Mumia's medical condition is. Release his medical records to his family and lawyers!

3) Allow Mumia to be given medical treatment from a doctor of his choice. His doctor should be allowed to conduct an on-site medical examination, to communicate by phone with Mumia, and to communicate freely with prison medical staff.

4) Allow Mumia daily visits from his family, friends and lawyers!

5) Conduct an independent investigation of healthcare treatment inside the Pennsylvania prison system!

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, SECRETARY JOHN WETZEL 717 728 4109
E-mail ra-contactdoc@pa.gov
Wetzel’s secretary: secyra-crpadocsecretary@pa.gov

We are also attaching a sample union resolution for you to use as a template. Please consider submitting it to your union and asking them to take action on behalf of Mumia. We would also be happy to work with you and make a presentation to your union or community group about his condition.

In Solidarity
The Labor Action Committee to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal
